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ous a matter, a policy could be founded/' and added:
"Much would depend as to the manner in which the war
broke out between Germany and France. I did not think
people in England would be prepared to fight to put France
in possession of Morocco. They would say that France
should wait for opportunities and be content to take time,
and that it was unreasonable to hurry matters to the 'point
of war. But if, on the other hand, it appeared that the war
was forced upon France by Germany to break up the Anglo-
French 'Entente/ public opinion would undoubtedly be
very strong on the side of France. ... If the French Gov-
ernment desired it, it would be possible at any time to
reopen the conversation. Events might change, but, as
things were at present, I did not think it necessary to press
the question of a defensive alliance/7186
This long and critical interview, which we have tried to
summarize without bias or essential omissions, is significant
for several reasons. In the first place, it reveals Sir Edward
Grey's very strong sympathy with France, his evident de-
sire to go as far as possible in giving her diplomatic support,
but at the same time his unwillingness to make any formal
engagement, written or verbal, which might bind England
to go to war. Such an engagement must be sanctioned
by Parliament, but it was very unlikely that Parliament
would assent. Moreover, it would greatly increase the
irritation between England and Germany. He gave France
as much encouragement as he could, without going to the
point where he thought he ought to inform the Cabinet
and Parliament. He was satisfied in his own mind that
lie had avoided changing the Entente into a formal
alliance. As he wrote to his wife next day, in a letter
which she was never to read on account of the carriage
accident which caused her sudden and tragic death: "I
had tremendously difficult talk and work yesterday, and
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